258          COMPENDIUM OF GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVEL

larger wild animals the most common are the
elephant, tiger, leopard, wild boar, rhinoceros, and crocodile.-
The gibbon and other large species of apes, snakes, and birds
abound in all the wooded districts, while the rivers and

f especially Lake Tonle-sap teem with every variety of fish.s
The chief domestic animals are the buffalo, ox, and horset

besides the tame elephant, which, contrary to the generally"
received opinion, breeds in confinement (Dr. Harmand).

Of bird and insect life in Johor (Malay Peninsula)
Mr. Harry Lake gives a vivid description. "Birds of
every size and colour, from the tiny, bronze-green sun-
bird, and the blue and orange kingfisher, to the l&g
crimson-beaked black hornbill, rise from the trees.
Insect life swarms in myriads; dragon-flies of bronze,
blue, purple, and vermillion, and butterflies in every
shade of yellow, from pale primrose to orange, delicate
rose-pink and bright crimson, are in endless variety.
Now and then a lizard or snake will glide away in the
dense undergrowth, while troops of monkeys chatter and
skurry off, crashing through the trees, and taking break-
neck leaps from branch to branch in their haste to
escape the intruders. On each side is primeval forest,
huge trees loaded with creepers drooping in a thousand
fantastic shapes, dark green foliage, yellow sand and
clear water, overhead a blue sky and blazing sunshine.
But let a cloud obscure the sun, and the whole aspect
changes; the trees and water look sombre, the birds
and butterflies vanish" (Geographical Journal, April
1894, p. 288).

J^.mongst the larger fauna of the Malay Peninsula
are the tiger, of smaller size, but as powerfully built as
his Indian congener; the leopard, or " starry tiger," as the
natives call him, now exceedingly rare; the wau-wau, or
white-handed gibbon, keeping to the tops of the highest
trees; the troh, or pig-tailed monkey; the black lotang